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BOOK REVIEWS

PRINCIPLES AND IDEALS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. Walter S.
Athearn. (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 1917,-$1.50 net.) Sets out a
system of religious education for the American people. After a
brief statement on the place of public education Professor Athearn
states the method of universal religious training. He shows why
the religious interests must establish parallel schools, not in com-
petition with public schools as the parochial schools now are, but
supplementary and co-ordinated as to studies. His arguments are
based, in part, on experience in community organizations. He holds,
both in the local situation and in general movements, that all forms
of united religious effort must be conducted in freedom, without
ecclesiastical control. The several agencies for promoting religious
education are frankly studied, their work is criticized and their rela-
tions and functions studied. Prof. Athearn regards the R. E. A.
as the professional organization in this field, the work of general,
popular promotion is left to the International S. S. Association.
The whole section on the agencies is most valuable; it is the first
careful study of these organizations and the first attempt to state
the field of each. No one is likely to accuse the author of "pussy-
footing" in this domain.

The last chapters deal with possibilities in higher education with
emphasis on the religious responsibility of church colleges especially
to institute thorough work in religious education and to train effi-
cient leaders.

There is practical directness, vitality, keen criticism and analy-
sis combined with sound educational theory running all through
this valuable book.

MEANS AND METHODS IN THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF THE
YOUNG. John Davidson. (Longmans, Green & Co., New York,
1917, $1.00 net.) One of the best discussions of method we have
had from England. The writer is evidently not only an educator
of experience but also a practical teacher in Sunday school. He
keeps in mind some of the larger problems of the teacher's work
and his discussions of special problems, such as teaching the
miracles, are quite interesting.

T H E SEVEN LAWS OF TEACHING. John M. Gregory. (Pilgrim
Press, Boston, 1917, 75c net.) Professors Bagley and Layton have
revised this useful guide and brought it up to date. It will be a
welcome aid to all troubled teachers.

T H E USE OF MOTIVES IN TEACHING MORALS AND RELIGION.
Thomas Walton Galloway. (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 1917, $1.25
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68 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

net.) Motivation, its development and guidance in religious educa-
tion. A sound and careful treatment of a most important factor
in teaching. The book is written in an interesting manner.

T H E STUDY OF THE BEHAVIOR OF AN INDIVIDUAL CHILD. John
T. McManis. (Warwick & York, Baltimore, 1916.) A guide to
investigators and other students. Principally concerned with the
urban child. The more obvious conditions and characteristics are
studied.

FUNDAMENTALS OF CHILD STUDY. Edwin A. Kirkpatrick.
(Macmillan Co., New York, 1917, $1.30.) This is a new edition
of Prof. Kirkpatrick's useful and carefully arranged textbook. A
number of improvements have been made in arrangements of mate-
rial and a chapter of modifications of natural endowments recog-
nizes recent work in this field.

RELIGIOUS TRAINING IN THE SCHOOL AND HOME. Sneath,
Hodges and Tweedy. (Macmillan Co., New York, 1917, $1.50.)
This is a revision and expansion of the authors' earlier work with
a different title. It bears evidences of adaptation and reconstruc-
tion especially in the attempt to carry over an analytical method in
morals to the religious interests. Relatively little is said about either
home or school and much about the "virtues."

T H E PROGRAM OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. John W. Shack-
ford. (Methodist Book Concern, New York, 1917, 60c net.) This
is the second text in the new series of "Training Courses for
Leadership" prepared jointly by the Methodist Church South, and
the M. E. Church; the first text, "Life in the Making," was noticed
in RELIGIOUS EDUCATION for December. This volume is a survey
of the function and possibilities of organized Christianity in mak-
ing over society. It states modern ideals simply, moderately and in
a form suitable to the purposes of this series. A useful book for
teachers and adult students.

T H E YOUTH AND THE NATION. Harry H. Moore. (Macmillan
Co., New York, 1917, 80c.) A call to the high-school age to a
rational interest in the needs of society and to society as a field of
service. Is it possible to engage a natural interest in social condi-
tions at this age ? The wonder is we seem to have been blind to the
fact that youth is keenly interested in the objective, side of social
problems. Three chapters state vigorously the chief features of our
problem; the rest of the book is devoted to a call for life-service.
One high-school boy's reaction to this book: "It's mighty interest-
ing and it gives you a new view of life."
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BOOE REVIEWS 69

HIGHER LIVING. Smith Baker, M.D. (Sherman, French &
Co., Boston, 1917, $1.75.) Essays on character; the first part deals
with the child's parentage and early life; the rest consists of chap-
ters on many subjects more or less related to ideal living.

T H E CHURCH SCHOOL
T H E SCHOOL. / . C. Robertson. Part 4, New Standard Teacher

Training Course. (R. Douglas Fraser, Toronto, 20a) While de-
signed conservatively, fairly well aware of present-day methods.

SAND TABLE WORK IN THE BIBLE SCHOOL. Charles H. Auld.
(Standard Pub. Co., Cincinnati, 1916.) A useful series of exposi-
tions of sand-table method with illustrations of a number of les-
sons.

T H E ADULT DEPARTMENT. Ida S. Blick. (Westminster Press,
Philadelphia, 1917, 40c net.) Differs from the author's book on
the Intermediates in that she treats here the development of adult
classes and their methods of work.

WARTBURG LESSON HELPS FOR BEGINNERS. D. M. Reu.

(Wartburg Pub. House, Chicago, 1917.) A narrative setting, in
English, of the lessons in the First Course for children in the Sun-
day Schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

HANDBUCH FUR SONNTAGSSCHULARBEITER. H. F. Toews.
(Mennonite Brethren Pub House, Hillsboro, Kans.) This is the
best foreign-language presentation we have seen so far of the
scholar, the Sunday school and the teacher's work. We cannot but
wish it were in American.

SELECT NOTES ON THE INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSONS, 1918.
F. N. Peloubet. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.25.) For those
who use the uniform lessons this book is indispensable. It affords
the very best, eclectic, practical commentary on the lesson text. In-
formation and illustrations are gathered from a wide range.

GRADED MISSIONARY EDUCATION IN THE CHURCH SCHOOL.
Frederica Beard. (Griffith & Rowland Press, Philadelphia, 1917,
75c.) This is really a practical and well-arranged treatise on
graded social activities. The missionary side is predominant but
is integral in the scheme of expressional work. An unusually use-
ful handbook.

AFRICAN MISSIONARY HEROES AND HEROINES. H. K. W.

Kumm. (Macmillan Co., New York, 1917, $1.25.) Useful for the
senior class in missions.

T H E DEVOTIONAL L I F E OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER.
Chas. W. Brewbakcr. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 1917,
50c net.) An important topic treated with dignity and simplicity.
Includes the general work of the teacher in its survey.
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70 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

PROBLEMS OF THE INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TEACHERS.
Eugene C. Foster. (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1917, 40c
net.) Some of the most perplexing problems of this age-period are
faced—such as amusements, Sunday, sex-pairing—and, on the
whole, the answers will be very helpful to teachers, even though one
may take exception to some of the author's conclusions.

T H E SUNDAY-SCHOOL MOVEMENT AND THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-
SCHOOL UNION, 1780-1917. Edwin W. Rice. (American S. S.
Union, Philadelphia, 1917.) A most important contribution to
the history of religious education in the United States and, indeed,
to the history of this country. Evidently a careful, painstaking
labor of love. It traces the development of the remarkable mission-
ary work in the establishment of schools in the Middle West and
the laying of the foundations of a civilization in the Mississippi
valley. Includes some valuable data on the earlier phases of the
Sunday-school movement.

NEW STANDARD TEACHER-TRAINING COURSE; The Pupil, L. A.
Weigle; The Teacher, L. A. Weigle; The Teacher's Study of the
Life of Christ, W. C. Barclay; The Coming Church School, W. E.
Chalmers. (American Baptist Pub. Society, Philadelphia.) The
first three of these have been noticed; they are all parts of the
new training course drafted by the Sunday-school Council Dr.
Chalmers' treatment of organization shows close acquaintance with
modern literature and practice. He has analyzed the work of a
school so as to give a good general introduction to teachers and
other workers.

GENERAL EDUCATION
SELF-SURVEYS BY COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. William H.

Allen. (World Book Co., Yonkers-on-Hudson, N. Y., 1917.) A
review of the survey movement in colleges and universities and a
summary of its finding and results, the whole intended to guide in-
stitutions in analyzing their own plans and work. The emphasis is
entirely on the mechanism of institutions and from that point of
view the book is a remarkable collection of data and directions.

SELF-SURVEYS BY TEACHER-TRAINING SCHOOLS. Allen and
Pearse. (World Book Co., Yonkers-on-Hudson, N. Y., 1917.) In
public education the training schools are vital and determinative.
The survey idea is new in this field and the authors have been free
to blaze trails, but their treatment encourages hope that the school
is awake or awakening to the fact of life and to its social oppor-
tunity.

A SURVEY OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM. Henry L. Smith.
(Teachers College, Columbia Univ., N. Y., 1917.) The schools of
Bloomington, Ind., studied as to their methods, work and achieve-

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
T

as
m

an
ia

] 
at

 0
4:

23
 1

6 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

15
 



BOOK REVIEWS 71

ments. While the data here gathered are necessary to any scien-
tific planning of school programs they must not blind us to the many
things which cannot be included in statistical studies. This work
is, so far as one can judge, especially well done.

T H E AMERICAN REVOLUTION IN OUR SCHOOL TEXT-BOOKS.
Charles Altschul. (George H. Doran Co., New York, 1917, $1.00.)
A book like this helps to strengthen friendly national relations. It
traces the singular Anglo-phobia common in the U. S. to the care-
less and partisan treatment of the American revolution. Welcome
to all that breaks the walls of prejudice!

EDUCATIONAL SOCIOLOGY, Part I, INTRODUCTION ; Part II, A P -
PLICATIONS TO CURRICULA AND STUDIES. David Snedden. (Teach-
ers College, New York, 1917, Part I, 55c; Part II, 80c.) While de-
signed for students in courses these will be found highly valuable
to maturer students working alone. The outlines are more than
skeletons; they are often points of stimulus. The point of view
implied in the title is maintained with appreciation of its religious
connections and significances.

COMMUNITY LIFE AND CIVICS
COMMUNITY CENTER ACTIVITIES. Clarence A. Perry. (Rus-

sell Sage Foundation, Dept. of Recreation, New York, 1916.) A
hand-book for workers. Packed with plans, directions for activ-
ities, programs, methods and sources of information. The leaders
of boys and girls in churches and in any form of recreational work'
will find this an invaluable stimulant and guide.

T H E PLAY MOVEMENT AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE. Henry S.
Curtis. (Macmillan Co., New York, 1917, $1.50.) A fairly com-
prehensive review of the "play movement" and a study of the mean-
ing of play in social education. Especially strong and useful on
current methods and practice. Includes chapters on The Boy
Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and the recreation survey.

PATRIOTISM AND RADICALISM. Mercer Green Johnston. (Sher-
man, French & Co., Boston, 1917, $1.25 net.) A message that
often bursts into flame, often illumines and sometimes sears. Vigor-
ous and unhesitating on social and national ideals. Without agree-
ing with it all, we cannot but be grateful for its fearless facing of
many present-day dangers.

You ARE THE HOPE OF THE WORLD. Herman Hagedorn.
Macmillan Co., New York, 1917, 50c.) Talks to high-school boys
and girls on patriotic ideals.

BUGLE CALLS OF LIBERTY. Southworth and Paine. (Iroquois
Pub. Co., Syracuse, 1917.) A handy collection of patriotic poems
and addresses in American letters and history.
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72 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CONDUCT AND THE SUPERNATURAL. L. S. Thornton. (Lorig-
mans, Green & Co., New York, 1916, $2.25 net.) On the adequacy
of the Christian ideal of life as based on its peculiar nature and au-
thority and an examination of the different systems of morals which
have been proposed, and the objections to the Christian system with
an exposition of its philosophy of life. He examines individualism
as taught by Nietszche and John Davidson and socialism, as a philo-
sophy, in Bernard Shaw and Wells. But he is not quite fair in either
case in drawing conclusions from the contradictions in these teach-
ers; especially is his treatment of the social basis of morality in-
adequate for no modern student, would be satisfied with even a
combination of Wells and Shaw, if this were conceivable. The
social theory deserves a wider and more fundamenttal considera-
tion. The gist of his criticism is that both these systems being
founded solely on human nature, are totally inadequate; he then
proceeds to inquire as to the proper basis of morals, finding in it
revealed religion.

T H E JESUS OF HISTORY. T. R. Glover. (George H. Doran
Co., New York, 1917, $1.00 net.) One expects a good deal of this
author and is not disappointed either as to the irenic spirit or the
scholarly method of this book. The first chapter is the most con-
vincing statement of the historicity of Jesus we have yet seen. A
class of thoughtful men would find great pleasure in using this as
a text.

OUR BIBLE. Herbert L. Willett. (Christian Century Press,
Chicago, 1917, $1.35.) Just the book that has been needed for a
long time for thoughtful adults and senior students, a plain state-
ment of the sources and making of the books of the Bible, of their
history, of methods of criticism and interpretation and of the place
of the Bible in the life of today. A survey of the service of scholar-
ship to the greater value and use of the Bible.

STUDIES IN THE PARABLES OF JESUS. Halford B. Luccock.
(Abingdon Press, New York, 1917, 50c net.) Thirteen chapters
discussing the present-day practical application of the N. T. para-
bles; the kind of textbook suitable to classes of adult men and
women.

T H E L I F E OF JESUS. Harris Franklin Rail. (Abingdon Press,
New York, 1917, 75c.) The first in a series of handbooks on "The
Development of The Kingdom of God." Well-arranged and suit-
able as a textbook for junior colleges and for students of high-
school ages.

T H E MINISTRY OF JESUS. Anita S. Ward. (Pilgrim Press,
Boston, 1916, $1.00 net.) A harmony of the synoptic narratives in
simple form and without any attempt at a critical treatment. It is
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BOOK REVIEWS 73

therefore a convenient arrangement of the current text in chono-
logical order.

T H E THREE M E N OF JUDEA. Henry S. Stix. (Open Court Publ.
Co., Chicago, 1917, $1.00.) A refreshing study, by a Jew, of the
founding of Christianity. Interest centers in the most prominent
characters in the Gospels. Should be a help in producing a better
understanding between the Jewish and Christian faiths.

T H E PROGRESS OF CHURCH FEDERATION. Charles S. Macfar-
land. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 1917, $1.00 net.) A
survey of the work of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ
in America; detailed accounts of its organization and methods of
propaganda.

T H E FAMILY
TABLE PRAYERS FOR DAILY BREAD. Table Prayer League

(South Bend, Ind., 1917.) A handy little book of prayers at the
table and for other occasions.

CHILDREN'S DEVOTIONS. Gerrit Ver'kuyl. (Westminster Press,
Philadelphia, 1917, 25c net.) Forms of short prayers, Scripture
readings, memory passages and brief suggestions on children's read-
ing. Will help parents who wish to have family worship.

STORIES FOR ANY DAY. Carolyn Sherwin Bailey. (Pilgrim
Press, Boston, 1917,. 60c.) Stories for children up to about ten
years of age, a book which will be well-worn in any normal home.

T H E L I F E OF JESUS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. William Byron For-
bush. (Chas. Scribner's Sons, New York, 1917, $1.50 net.) A
new edition in charming form of the useful treatment which this
author prepared in the Completely Graded Series.

A PARENT'S JOB. C. N. Millard. (Pilgrim Press, Boston,
1917, $1.00 net.) An aid to co-operation between home and school.
Written by a school-man with keen interest in the moral purpose
of education. Will help parents to understand the work of the
present-day school.

A CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF VERSE. Book 1, 2 and 3. Ada M.
Skinner and Frances G. Wickes. (Macmillan Co., New York,
1917, 40c; 45c; 50.) Graded selections of good and familiar poems
for children. Field's, Stevenson's, Larcom's and many others,
standard and modern. A welcome addition to the home library,
helpful in cultivating the taste of children in school or in home.

T H E WORLD BOOK, Vols. VI, VII (from New York to
Tides), edited by M. V. O'Shea (The World Book Co., Chicago,
by subscription). The first five volumes were noticed in RELIGIOUS
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74 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

EDUCATION for December. These books were planned by one who
knew what we wanted to know and the best ways of finding it.
Testing the books on school children, the high-school student said:
"These are just spiffing; you can find anything right away"; and the
elementary child: "I wish these were the only textbooks we had to
have; everything is so plain." The simple facts of religion and of
biblical knowledge are given a fair place.

SUMMARY OF CHILD-WELFARE LAWS PASSED IN 1916. (Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 1917, $0.10.)

RELIGION

A BOOK OF PRAYER. For Use in The Churches of Jesus Christ.
Compiled by A Presbyter. (Sherman, French & Co., Boston, 1917,
$1.25.) A beautiful book of unusually elevated forms of worship.
Much of the material is taken from the Book of Common Prayer,
but the new forms are not unworthy of this association.

A THEOLOGY FOR THE SOCIAL GOSPEL. Walter Rauschenbusch.
(Macmillan Co., New York, 1917, $1.50.) The practice of re-
ligion modifies our theories. What consequences follow in theology
from the current general acceptance of the social application of re-
ligion? In the author's view there follows a more rational, syn-
thetic and valid theory of God and the universe. This work greatly
increases our debt to the author of "Christianity and the Social
Crisis."

IMMORTALITY. Burnett H. Streeter, et al. (Macmillan Co.,
New York, 1917, $2.25.) This work would be worth while if only
for the paper by Surgeon J. A. Hadfield on "The Mind .and The
Brain." He adopts the psycho-physical interaction theory and shows
a reasonable hypothesis for the survival of mind. In the other pa-
pers in which data are studied from many fields a scholarly treat-
ment in an irenic mood prevails. Altogether for thoughtful per-
sons this will be a very valuable collection, more convincing by its
moderation than any other treatise available.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION AND ETHICS. Vol. IX. Edited by
James Hastings. (Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1917.)
Nearly 900 pages of solid material, the equivalent of about 3,000
ordinary book pages—one cannot escape the impression of quantity
as well as quality. Prof. Rufus Jones writes part of the long article
on Mysticism; Dr. Ralph Inge on Neo-Platonism; J. Mark Baldwin
four important phases of psychology; Prof L. R. Farnell the re-
markable article on "Nature According to the Greeks"; Prof.
Iverach on Perception. One cannot even specify the articles of out-
standing value.
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